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Make/Model:
Engine Make/Model:

Aircraft Damage:
Number of Engines:

Operating Certificate(s):

Fatal Serious Minor/None
Crew
Pass

Last Depart. Point:
Destination: 

Airport Proximity:

Condition of Light:
Weather Info Src:

Basic Weather:
Lowest Ceiling:

Visibility:
Wind Dir/Speed:

Temperature (°C):
Precip/Obscuration:

Pilot-in-Command Age:

Certificate(s)/Rating(s)

Instrument Ratings

Flight Time (Hours)

Total All Aircraft:
Last 90 Days:

Total Make/Model:
Total Instrument Time:

Type of Flight Operation:
Reg. Flight Conducted Under:

152
566
55
1857

Airplane

Commercial; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land; Glider

33

The  pilot  obtained a weather briefing for an IFR flight.  The briefer informed the pilot of IFR conditions along the route of flight and
an  airmet  for  icing  conditions  in the northern 1/3 of the state of Colorado; however, the route of flight was not within the airmet's
boundaries.    The  pilot then filed an IFR flight plan.  The flight departed and climbed to a cruising altitude of 9,000 feet.  The pilot
stated  that  the airplane was in IMC when he observed that the airplane's groundspeed was less than he expected, and that the outside air
temperature  was  slightly  below  freezing.    He contacted air traffic control (ATC), requested a descent to 7,000 feet, and initiated a
descent.    Rime ice began to accumulate on the airplane's windshield, wings, and vertical stabilizer.  The flight continued and was 25-30
miles  past  the  nearest  airport when the pilot advised ATC that the airplane could not maintain altitude due to icing.  ATC recommended
that  the  pilot  reverse  course  and  divert  to the airport.  The pilot then turned back toward the airport.  The pilot stated that the
airplane  remained  in  a  shallow  descent; however, he was able to maintain 80 mph airspeed.  The flight broke out of the cloud layer at
4,500  feet.    The  pilot's  outside  view  was obstructed by the ice covered windshield, except for a 6-inch radius semi-circle that was
cleared  by  the  airplane's  windshield  defroster.  The flight continued toward the airport; however, it encountered rising terrain, and
subsequently, the airplane impacted the ground.
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Accident



Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
the  pilot's  delay  in taking immediate remedial action after the flight encountered icing conditions, which resulted in a collision with
terrain.  A contributing factor to the accident was the icing condition.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         IN FLIGHT ENCOUNTER WITH WEATHER
Phase of Operation:  CRUISE

Findings
     1.  (F) WEATHER CONDITION - ICING CONDITIONS
     2.  (C) REMEDIAL ACTION - DELAYED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     3.  AIRFRAME - ICE
     4.  CLIMB - NOT POSSIBLE
----------

Occurrence #2:         FORCED LANDING
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - EMERGENCY
----------

Occurrence #3:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  EMERGENCY DESCENT/LANDING

Findings
     5.  TERRAIN CONDITION - RISING
     6.  TERRAIN CONDITION - GROUND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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